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MECHANIC APPRENTICES LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 



Thb Committee on the Library, to whom was referred the com- 
monication from the Treasurer of the Mechanic Apprentices Library 
Association, asking for an increase of the appropriation in behalf 
of that Association, haye considered the subject referred to them, 
and respectfully 

REPORT: 

The Library of the Association, in its origin, was the gifl of cer- 
tain individuals of Boston, and comprised 1480 yoluroes, obtained 
through the personal eflforts of Mr. William Wood, lately deceased, 
who is rightfully regarded as its founder. ^ When the keys of the 
Library were presented to the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
Association, Mr. Wood informed the President, (Hon. Benjamin 
Eussell,) under date of Feb. 22, 1820, that ^4n collecting these 
books, a promise has been given to most of the donors that they 
should forever be opened for the use of the mechanic and all needy 
apprentices, gratis ; that a room [shall be provided] containing the 
• Cyclopedia, and where all large works shall be placed, which room 
shall be opened twice in the week for the information and use of all 
apprentices who are mechanics of twenty years of age, and if con- 
venient to those of nineteen years of age ; which promise I request 
you to confirm.'* A reply to this communication was prepared by 
the Secretary and signed by all the members t>f the Government, 
bearing date March 1, 1820. In this reply, they say — "They cor- 
dially accept the keys of the institution from your hands, and readily 
assume the superintendence of it ; and assure you and the donors of 
the books, that their best exertions shall be used to carry into full 
effect their benevolent wishes and expectations." 

Your committee have made this brief reference to the origin of 
the Apprentices Library for the poroose of showing the relatipn 
which this assooiati<^ hokU 



The Library cc^ntinuld under the management of this association 
for a number of years until 1828, when the Apprentices Library 
Association was formed ; and Mr. Buckingham, in his annals, says, 
"a commodious room was obtained for the library and the care of it 
committed to a number of young men (apprentices,) who formed an 
association for that purpose." p. 224. Finder date of 1832, Mr. 
Buckingham says, ** The apprentices library was surrendered to the 
entire control of the apprentices themselves — ^the association relin- 
quishing all claim to its supervision and all responsibility for its 
expenses after the month of June.^' p. 241. 

By the " Provisos" of this association, however, it appears that 
it did retain a certain expressed interest in and control over the 
Library. By these Provisos, this association retained for its mem- 
bers the right to visit the library, examine the books, and use them * 
free of expense ; also the right by its Government, or a Committee 
thereof, to inquire into its condition and report its growth, &c. ; and 
also the right, under certain contingencies, to resume the manage- 
ment of the Library, when "all the improvements and additions shall 
revert to them, to be wholly under their control and disposal as 
heretofore." 

In 1835, at the request of the Committee of this association, the 
government of the Apprentices Library Association presented a full 
report of the condition of the Library and the proceedings of the 
association up to that time. The number of volumes at this time, 
(228 having been laid aside as useless,) was 1850. The number of 
members at the time of separation in September, 1832, was 260, 
(paying 25 cents per year,) and this number six months aflierwards, 
was reduced to 90. In March, 1833, nearly a year after the sepa- 
ratioD, there were 105 members (paying $1 per year.) The annual 
average of members thereafter continued at 125. In Sept. 1834, it 
sunk to 98, and in March, 1835, it rose again to 140. 

Your committee are not aware that any extended report has since 
been received from the association, as to their condition and pros- 
pects. The association appears to have supported itself, without aid 
from the parent association, until 1847, when they received $140. 
In 1848, they received $100. In 1855, $100; in 1856, $400; 
in 1857, $400 ; in 1858, $400. These contributions are believed 
to. have been mainly intended for the increase of the Library. 
For the present year, the association, for reasons stated in their 
communication, viz: an increased rent and certain extraordinary 



expenses, ask an appropriation in their behalf of $600. By a change 
of rooms, rendered necessary for reasons beyond the control of the 
association, their rent, formerly $400, was increased to $600. This 
amount is somewhat reduced to the association, as the former amount 
was, by underletting their principal room to other societies when not 
required for their own use. 

In pursuance of their inquiries into the present condition of the 
Mechanic Apprentices Library Association, your committee requested 
of the government a statement of their Receipts and Expenditures) 
and of their pecuniary obligations at the present' time. Their re- 
ceipts from all sources, from February 1, 1858, to January 20, 1869, 
amounted to $1035.92; and the Expenditures to $989.22, leaving 
a balahce on hand at that time of $46.70. Of these considerable 
expenses for less than one year, the committee find sundry payments 
as follows : 

For Rent, 
Books, 
For deficiencies in anniversary cel- 
ebration, 
" carpenters' work in new room, 
" painting, 

" stoves, shades, gas fittings, signs, 
furniture, &c., &c.. 



which substracted from 



leaves for current expenses, exclusive of rent and books, $213 56 

From these statements it will be seen that nearly one-half the 
amount expended during the year, namely $425 66, was for extraor- 
dinary expenses, which are not likely to recur again. Of the bal- 
ance, $350 was expended for rent and books, and $213 56 for cur- 
rent expenses, namely, fuel, gas, printing, binding, &c. For the 
present year, the expenses will probably be 

For Rent, $500 00 

" current expenses, say 250 00 





$300 00 




50 00 


68 75 




196 95 




53 18 




106 78 


425 66 




775 66 




989 22 



$850 00 
For the purchase of Books, in addition to the above, such sum as 
may be appropriated for the purpose. 



The annnal expenses of this association, therefore, it would seem, 
oannot be stated at less than $850 00, as at present accommodated. 
To meet these expenses, there are about the average of former years, 
as already stated, say 125 members paying $125 00 
and income for use of the hall, 120 00 



$245 00 
leaving the balance, the sum of $605 00, to be provided for by an 
appropriation irom the parent society, or raised in some other way 
unknown to your committee. 

It may be proper to mention, in this connection, the efforts of the 
Apprentices Association to promote the welfare of their members 
and at the same time increase their funds by the establishment of a 
course of lectures in the city. These lectures were undertaken 
against the expressed wish of the government of this association, 
as appears by the record, and for two years past have been deliv- 
ered in the Tremont Temple, by some of the most distinguishes 
lecturers of the country, for whose services, we presume, a high 
price was required to be paid. Up to this time, we believe, no con- 
siderable sum, over and above the expenses, has yet been received. 
The series of the past winter, although of a high character and by 
well-known lecturers, did not produce a sum sufficient to meet 
the expenses incurred by the committee hating them in charge. It 
is, however, to be remembered, that the members of the Appren- 
tices Association, as such, had the opportunity of attending them, 
without additional charge, and also the government the experi- 
ence which the management of such an enterprise affords. The 
committee while they cannot approve the undertaking, originally 
objected to by the government of this association, are disposed to 
award the young men much credit for the spirit and energy which 
they have manifested in this matter, and regret that their efforts 
have not proved more successful in their pecuniary results. It is 
but fair to add that their success, or rather the want of it, during 
the past season, is not altogether peculiar to them,— only partial 
•success having attended the efforts of other managers, who can boast 
more experience, and we presume, possess larger means. In regard 
to the continuance of these lectures, should that appear advisable 
or necessary, your committee have some suggestions which at some 
future time, they would be glad to submit to the consideration of 
the government of the parent association. It is a question with 



the committee, however, whether they ought to be undertaken, 
without the concurrence of this government and the adoption of 
such measures as will secure their success, at least so far as to avoid 
any considerable loss. 

Our next inquiry of the government of the Apprentices Associa- 
tion was in reference to their present liabilities. To this inquiry, 
the following answer, bearing date 21st January, 1859, was returned : 
"Our Liabilities are as follows : 



For Taxes, 


59.12 


•' Rent, 


150.00 


•< Water Tax, 1859, in adranoe. 


'6.00 


" Expenses of moving, 


10.00 


" Gas BiU to Jan. 1859, 


20.00 



Total, $245.12 

To provide for this amount the Association has as follows :-^ 
Bal. deposited in Bank, $180.00 

Bill to J. W. Day, 18.00 

$198.00 



Leaving balance to be provided for of $47.12 
Besides our visits to the Rooms of the Association, in Winter 
street, the Committee requested the attendance at one of their meet- 
ings of the government of the Apprentices Association, and they 
promptly complied with our request. At this meeting your commit 
tee had a free conversation with them, upon the condition and pros- 
pects of their association. The committee made various inquiries 
pertaining to its management and usefulness, and the interest taken 
in it by the members, and of the probability of their being able to 
sustain themselves without the aid of the parent association. Their 
answers to these inquiries were such as intelligent young men would 
be likely to make, and indicated an energy and determination, from 
which the committee drew fevorable auguries for the future — so far 
as their personal efforts were concerned ; and we learned from them 
that they had already taken measures to increase the number of their 
members by making ihe association and its advantages more gener- 
ally known among the mechanic apprentices of Boston and its vicin- 
ity. The committee, in return, expressed to them their interest in 
the association, and their desire to see it firmly established in a self* 
sustaining prosperity. The association has existed for more than a 



8 

quarter of a century, and, as will bo seen, has maintained itself with* 
out asking the assistance to any considerable extent, of this associ- 
ation. 

The Library, at the present time, contains 4493 volumes ; 118 
were added during the last year by purchase and donation. It 
appeared to be in good order and condition, well arranged, and we 
were informed, was largely used by the members* 

In view of all these considerations, your committee felt bound to 
give the matter specially referred to them their deliberate judgment, 
They are anxious Uiat the association should be sustained, as much 
for the reputation of the mechanics of Boston, as for the good it has 
done in years past, and especially to those who have since been 
among the most intelligent, active and worthy members of our own 
association ; and they believe that it is capable of promoting in a 
large degree the welfare of its members and better fitting them for 
such stations in after life as they may be called upon to fill. They 
could not, however, but regard the fiiots presented to them, 
as indicating a state of affairs which requires careful consideration. 
The committee, while yielding to the necessity of affording them 
assistance, were anxious that it should be rather for the purpose of 
enabling them to regain their own position of independence than with 
a view to supporting them in the future as in part an eleemosynary 
association. This view of the subject was distinctly presented to 
the government, and they expressed their equal desire, by their own 
efforts, to sustain their association— excepting perhaps so far as the 
parent association might be disposed to contribute to the enlarge- 
ment of the library by an annual appropriation for that purpose. It 
is proper to add that in their ability to do this, the young men are 
more sanguine than your committee can be, unless some different 
arrangements are made regarding the important matters of Expense 
and Income. 

There is one consideration, connected with this part of the subject, 
which the committee deem it proper to suggest in this report : of the 
present number of members (say 130,) only 35 are apprentices of 
members of the parent association, while there are 90 apprentices 
of our members who are now attending the school established for 
their benefit by this association. The committee recommend that 
hereafter all apprentices who avail themselves of the privileges of 
the school should be required to be members of the Library Assooi- 
ation-^thus contributing, as they ought to do, towards its support and 



entitling themselves to its advantages. A more intimate conneetion 
between these two institutions, each having the same end in view, 
while one looks to the parent association for support and the other 
for assistance, may hereafter be deemed advisable and promotive 
of the welfare of both. The committee recommend this matter to 
the consideration of the government. 

It will be seen by what has already been said that the Appren- 
tices Library, as such, is the property of the mechanics and mechanic 
apprentices of the city of Boston, conveyed originally, in trust, to 
this association, and accepted by it on the conditions proposed by 
Mr. Wood. It is believed by the Committee that this association 
has not been wholly relieved of this trust. It has, however, 
entrusted the management of the Library to the hands of those 
for whose use it was most especially intended, reserving to 
itself, as we have seen, a supervision and control over it, and the 
right to resume it whenever it shall think the Interests of the 
beneficiaries, and those who are to come after them, demands it. 
It seems to the committee that the true relations of the Apprentices 
Library to this association either have not been generally understood 
or not fully appreciated by the members of either association. If 
they had been, and really are as understood by your committee, it 
appears to them that so long a time would not have been suffered to 
pass without the requirement of more frequent reports from the 
government of the one to the government of the other. The mem- 
bers of the Apprentices Library Association have the care of the 
library for its original purpose, but are not an incorporated body, 
and are incapable in law of transacting business either as indi- 
viduals or as an association. Certain conclusions and possibilities 
affecting the Library, result from this state of things which the gov- 
ernment will readily perceive, and which your committee conceive 
ought to be better understood. In view of the facts now stated 
your committee recommend that annual or semi-annual reports of 
the condition of the library, and the financial condition of the asso- 
ciation, be required of the government, and they propose the passage 
of a vote for this purpose. 

There are other considerations, pertaining to the matter referred 
.to your committee, upon which it would be proper for them to 
enlarge, some of which will suggest themselves to the government 
in connection with what has been said. The present annual expenses 
of the association are estimated by your committee at $850.00, and 
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the ordinary income is less than one-third of this sum. No plan ha9 
been suggested or proposed for proyidmg for the deficiency of income, 
or reducing the amount of expense,— -one or the other of which is 
absolutely necessary, and both desirable. It does not appear to the 
committee that this state of things has been properly considered bj 
the government of the Apprentices Association ; nor does it appear 
to haye had its proper weight, when the present rooms for their accom- 
modation were engaged. Why the government consented to incnr so 
large a present expense, in fitting up their rooms, and to assume a 
rent so much beyond their means, remains wholly unexplained, and, 
if continued, must prove very embarrassing to the interests and 
objects of the association. The committee will make no recommen- 
dation in this matter, at this time, but would respectfully request 
the attention of the government to the facts already stated. 

In conclusion, your committee recommend the passage of the fol- 
lowing votes :— 

1. Voted^ Hiat the sum of Four Hundred Dollars, (in addition to 
the sum of One Hundred Dollars already voted by the Association,) 
be appropriated for the use of the Mechanic Apprentices' Library 
Association for the year 1859. 

2. Voted^ That hereafter all the beneficiaries of the School pro- 
vided for the apprentices of members of this association, shall be 
members of the Mechanic Apprentices Library Association for the 
year in which they attend the School. 

8. Voted^ That hereafter the government of the Mechanic 
Apprentices Library Association be requested to prepare reports of 
their Receipts and Expenditures, number of members, (including those 
who are apprentices of members of this association,) pecuniary 
liabilities, and condition of their Library, semi-annually, and to fur- 
nish a copy thereof to the government of this association. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

L. MILES STANDISH, 
THOMAS LYFORD, 
WM. W. WHEILDON, 
JONAS FITCH, 
Nx\THANIEL ADAMS. 
Boston, April, 1859. 
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AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

At a quarterly meeting of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
Association, held AprU 6th, the following amendment to the Constitu- 
tion was adopted : — 

In Article fifth. Section one, in place of the first four lines, the 
section shall commenoe as follows : — 

Sec. 1. — ^The President shall preside at all meetings of the Asso- 
ciation and Govemment. He shall call special meetings on the 
application of twaity members made in writing, and also whenever 
a majority of the Groyemment shall deem it expedient, and the busi- 
ness to be acted upon at any special meeting shall be specified in the 
notification for such meeting. 
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